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by Carsten Peust

I ntroduction

Cuneiform is a three-dimensional script. The wedges are impressed into clay tablets and often
overlap one another. All previous cuneiform fonts have rendered the wedges as simple black shapes
and do not give a good impression of what authentic cuneiform signs actually look like. The present
TrueType fonts for Windows attempt to reflect the three-dimensional appearance of original
cuneiform signs as closely as possible.

The fonts have been designed for laying out Sumerian texts and are modelled on the sign shapes
current in the Gudea and Ur 1l periods (around 2000 BC). The characters are distributed over
subfonts distinguished by index numbers (Sumerian3D_1.ttf, Sumerian3D_2.ttf, etc.). Out of the
theoretically possible 255 characters per font, only 109 have been used, namely those which can be
easily typed on most western keyboards. All characters needed are directly available on familiar
English, German, French, Spanish and many additional keyboards (but note that for English
keyboards on Windows operating systems, the option "US International Keyboard" should be
enabled to activate the functionality of the right Alt key). Only on some more exotic keyboards, a
few characters cannot be typed. Most text editors have a function "Insert Symbol” or the like which
can be used in that case.

In the present version, three fonts are provided that cover 327 characters altogether. The first font
(Sumerian3D_1.ttf) contains 109 signs of particularly high frequency and should suffice for typing
most of the characters in a running text. 109 more glyphs each are provided in Sumerian3D_2.ttf
and Sumerian3D_ 3.ttf.
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Index trandliteration > key

The following index indicates for a given sign in transliteration which key in which of the fonts is
to be used to type it. The trandliteration follows R. Borger, Mesopotamisches Zeichenlexikon
(AOAT 305), Munster 2005. The three columns represent (1) tranditeration - (2) font number - (3)
key to type. Entries such as "am, = a-an" indicate that a sign is a concatenation of two elementary

glyphs which are to be typed separately.
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Version history

General policy: Signs may be added and sign forms may be modified/ corrected in future versions.
Signs available in older versions will not be moved to different keysin future versions.

Version 1 released on 12 Oct 2006: 218 signsin two TrueType fonts for Windows.

Version 2 released on 8 Dec 2006: Numerous corrections, particularly corrections of wedge
sequences following W. Sallaberger in F. Ismail et a., Administrative Documents from Tell Beydar
(Subartu 2), Brepols 1996, p. 33ff.

Version 3 released on 17 Jan 2007: Third font added, now 327 signs atogether; sign forms
corrected.

Copyright
These fonts are freeware and can be used and distributed without costs. It is not allowed to modify
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and/ or rename the fonts without permission by the author.

© Carsten Peust, 2006-2007
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